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Abstract: “F-theory” is a construction in string theory based on elliptic fibrations
in algebraic geometry. The study of F-theory over the past 14 years has raised various
new questions in algebraic geometry, not all of which have been completely resolved.
A recent resurgence of interest in F-theory among string theorists has renewed the
interest in some of these questions.

In this week’s lecture, I will introduce this topic in terms intended for both
mathematicians and physicists. In subsequent weeks, we will learn about various
more specialized questions in mathematical F-theory.

Information about future meetings of this seminar can be found at
http://www.math.ucsb.edu/~malmendier/GTPseminar/


