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Abstract: The extension of smooth invariants such as Chern numbers and Hodge
numbers to singular varieties has interesting applications in mirror symmetry and
algebraic geometry. Two such invariants of particular interest are the stringy E-
function of Batyrev, and the singular elliptic genus of Borisov and Libgober. I will
discuss these invariants, their limitations, and a promising generalization for the case
of normal algebraic surfaces.

Information about future meetings of this seminar can be found at
http://www.math.ucsb.edu/~malmendier/GTPseminar/


